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RESTRICTED

1/16/20

HMAS MELBOURNE
at Garden Island

-& FEB 1979

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

HMAS MELBOURNE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
19th JANUARY = 31st JANUARY, 197

sir,

1. T have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS MELBOURNE,
under my command, for the period 19th to 31st January, 1979. Your flag,
Sir, has been flown in HMAS MELBOURNE throughout this period, during which
the ship has remained in Captzin Cook Dock,

2o 1 assumed command from Commander N.J. STOKER on Friday 19th. The
progress of refit activities?by both dockyard and ship's staff has remained
satisfactory., The amenities onboard have been, of necessity, below standard
as the Ship's Gﬂmpaﬁ§'EE§_EﬁTI%'up almost to full complement after Christmas
Leave, Co-operation with the dockyard remains good.

Je Activities which are critical to the achievement of the refit
completion date remain the renewal and re-installation of boiler uptakes,
repairs to the starboard gearbox and the refurbishment of the catapault,
Although satisfactory progress is being achieved in this work, anm unexpected
problem developed when the port tailshaft was being aligned with its machined
bearings. Remedial action has been implemented and, although the effect on
the undocking date is not yet certain, it 1is unlikely to extend the refit.

4e The electrical power changeover problems reported in the Report

of Proceedings dated 19th January, 1979, have been resolved within the
dockyard and it is expected that service to ships in future will be improved
as a result,

Se At 0930 (=11) on Friday 26th, an evacuation exercise was conducted
involving both dockyard and ship's company. The exercise was successful and
211 uniformed and civilian personnel were satisfactorily accounted for,

e ¢ s 2T2 6/-
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6. Pre-workup training has progressed as programmed during the
period and Phase 1 of Command Team Training started on Wednesday 31st at

HMAS WATSON,

7 The health and corduct of the ship's company has remained satisfacior;
and morale is reasonable considering the living and working conditions on
board while in dock,

I have the honour to be,
éir,

obedient servant

Y ES &

(D.Jl. MARTIN)
Commodore, RAN
Commanding Officer

Y

Annexes:s A. Steaming Return.
B. Exercise Return (Harbour).
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STEAMING RETURN

Hours underway
Distance steamed

Hours underway since commissioning

Distance steamed since commissioning
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Annex A to
HMAS MELBOURNE lettex
1/16/20 dated

NIL

NIL

54,598,.,0 hours
762,746.1 n, miles
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Exercise No

N/N
N/N
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Annex B to
IS MILBOURNE letter
1/16/20 dated

X RCISE RETURN (HARBOUR

| -

Short Title Date/Duration
Minor DCX's 19th~31st incl.
Evacuation Exercise 26th/ 1 hour,

l...‘.
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HMAS MELBOURNE
at Garden Island

o MAR 1979

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

HMAS MELBOURNE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
TEBRUARY 1979

Sir,

1e T have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
MET,BOURNE, under my command, for the month of February 1979.
Throughout the month the refit has continued at Garden Island
Dockyaxrd,

2e Command team training at HMAS WATSON, which had commenced
on 31st January, continued until Friday 9th, This was 2 most
valuable period for the Ship's team and was well attended by members
of the Air Group who had come from HMAS ALBATROSS to participate.

I was impressed with the onthmsiastic sttitude and practical skills
of the staff of HMAS WATSON who put us through our paces in the
lecture rooms and the tactical training.

de On Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd several of my Officers and

T attended the first national seminar of the Australian Naval Institute
(Seapower '79) at the Australian Academy of Science in Canberra,

The Institute deserve much praise for the concept and presentation

of this very significant occasion.

44 The refit and setting-to-work have proceeded generally
according to plan during the month, Anxiety about the alignment
of the port shaft, as mentioned in my last report, continued during
the early days but, by the middle of the second week, it was judged
that remedial action by Dockyard staff had been successful, Thus
the dry dock could be flooded on Wednesday 14th. The next day the
ship was shifted by tugs and pilot to the fitting out wharf, a move
which cheered everybody up considerably., Work on the ship's side by
the ship's company commenced immediately. At 1030 on Tuesday 20th
we were pleased to receive a visit from you Sir, and to conduct you
on a walk around your old ship. On Friday 23rd steam was raised
in the forward machinery space. Dieso and Furnace fuel oil were
embarked on Wednesday 21st and Monday 26th, respectively.

De At 2337 (L) on Tuesday, 27th, a bomb threat was received

by telephone call to the Quartermasier, causing us to set in train

the necessary, inevitable but inconvenient and nauseating procedures
required on such occasions.  Because the bomb was stated to be
attached to the outside of the keel and as the ship's diving team was
not yet operational, the assistance of CDT 1 was asked for and promptly
given (HM&S MELBOURNE messages KBT 271410Z FEBT9 and KBTI 271540Z FEBT9

refer).
RESTRI
NGTED
CONFIDENTAT
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6. Health, Conduct and Morale

The health of the Ship's Company has been satisfactory.
I have been disappointed by the number of incidents of a disciplinary
nature, but comparison with past records indicates no cause for
undue concern. I have been surprised by the number of occasions
upon which it has been deemed necessary to call on the services of
the Naval Police, and am impressed by their willing and 1ble assistance,
The move out of drydock and the impending completion of the
refit have caused a lift in morale. Recent press reports, particularly
about the contribution of the Defence Force to Namibia, have given rise
to a spate of rumours about the ship's immediates future, so it will
be good when the programme is seen to be firm,

T have the honour to be,
gir,

Your obedient servant

Commodore,
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming Return,

B, Exercise Return (Harbour).
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STEAMING RETURN

Hours underway NIL

Distance steamed NIL

Hours underway since 54,598.0 hours
commissioning,

Distance steamed since
comnissioning 762,746.1 n, miles

RCDIGTO/74633



Annex B to
HMAS MBELBOURNE letter
1/16/20 dated

EXERCISE RETURN .(HARBOUR)

SHORT TITLE DATE

Minor DCX's 18t-28th incl.
NAVCOMEX Daily harbour training
PWT's As reported separately.
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